
Your Favorite Apostle 
Jesus did not choose twelve men with the same personality. He chose leaders, thinkers, servants, 
organizers, questioners, connectors, and zealots. God's kingdom still needs all of them today.


SIMON PETER - THE BOLD LEADER 
Peter was passionate, outspoken, and often the first to act. He sometimes spoke before thinking and 
made significant mistakes, yet his courage and leadership made him a foundational leader of the early 
church. Peter reminds us that God can use imperfect people with strong hearts.  
Matthew 14:28–31 Peter walks to Jesus on the water… 

Matthew 16:15–19 Peter declares Jesus the Christ, and is given the keys to the kingdom…

John 21:15–17 Peter answers Jesus three times that he loves Him…


ANDREW - THE QUIET CONNECTOR 
Andrew rarely appears at the center of attention, but he consistently brought people to Jesus—
including his brother Peter. He seems content serving behind the scenes and introducing others to 
Christ rather than seeking recognition himself.  
John 1:40–42 Andrew tells his brother Simon about the Messiah…

John 6:8–9 Andrew points out the boy with 5 loaves and 2 fish…

John 12:20–22 Andrew and Philip bring Greek visitors to Jesus…


JAMES (SON OF ZEBEDEE) - THE PASSIONATE PIONEER 
James was part of Jesus' inner circle and was nicknamed a "Son of Thunder." His zeal sometimes 
needed refinement, but his wholehearted commitment eventually led him to become the first apostle 
martyred for his faith.  
Mark 3:17 Nicknamed “Sons of Thunder…”

Luke 9:54 James: “Lord, do you want us to bid fire come down from heaven and consume them?”

Acts 12:1–2 Herod killed James the brother of John with the sword…


JOHN - THE LOVING TRUTH-TELLER 
John began with some of the same fiery tendencies as his brother James but became known as the 
apostle of love. His writings emphasize both deep affection and unwavering commitment to truth. 
John 13:23 The disciple Jesus loves lies at His breast…

John 19:26–27 “Behold, your mother!”

1 John 4:7–12 “Beloved, let us love one another…”


PHILIP - THE PRACTICAL THINKER 
Philip often approached problems analytically. When faced with challenges, he naturally considered 
logistics and resources. Yet he was willing to obey Jesus even when he didn't fully understand the 
outcome. 
John 6:5–7 Philip: “Two hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.”

John 14:8–9 Philip: “Lord, show us the Father, and we shall be satisfied.” 

John 1:43–46 Nathanael: “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip replied: “Come and see.”


BARTHOLOMEW (NATHANAEL) - THE HONEST SEEKER 
Nathanael initially expressed skepticism, but once convinced, he followed wholeheartedly. Jesus 
described him as a man "in whom there is no deceit," highlighting his honesty and integrity. 
John 1:45–49 Jesus to Nathanael: “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!” 

Nathanael: “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”




MATTHEW (LEVI) - THE REDEEMED PROFESSIONAL 
Matthew was a tax collector before following Jesus. His background likely made him organized and 
detail-oriented. His story demonstrates how God can transform a person's past into a testimony of 
grace. 
Matthew 9:9–13, Luke 5:27–32 Jesus calls Matthew and he follows; they have dinner with tax 
collectors and sinners…


THOMAS - THE COURAGEOUS QUESTIONER 
Thomas is often remembered for doubting, but Scripture also shows his loyalty and courage. He asked 
honest questions and wanted genuine evidence. His faith became stronger because he pursued truth 
rather than pretending certainty. 
John 11:16 Thomas: “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

John 14:5 Thomas: “Lord, we do not know where you are going; how can we know the way?”

John 20:24–29 Thomas refuses to believe until he sees the resurrected Jesus, and then declares “My 
Lord and my God!”…


JAMES (SON OF ALPHAEUS) - THE FAITHFUL SERVANT 
Very little is recorded about James. His obscurity itself is instructive. He faithfully followed Christ 
without public recognition, reminding us that God's kingdom depends on many faithful servants whose 
names are seldom celebrated. 
Matthew 10:3, Mark 3:18, Luke 6:15 James is listed as one of the twelve…


THADDAEUS (JUDE, SON OF JAMES) - THE ENCOURAGER 
Thaddaeus asked Jesus a thoughtful question about how He would reveal Himself to His followers. 
Tradition associates him with the Letter of Jude, which encourages believers to remain faithful. 
John 14:22 Jude: “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” 

Jude 20–23 But you, beloved, build yourselves up on your most holy faith; pray in the Holy Spirit; keep 
yourselves in the love of God; wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. And 
convince some, who doubt; save some, by snatching them out of the fire; on some have mercy with 
fear, hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.


SIMON THE ZEALOT - THE COMMITTED ACTIVIST 
Before following Jesus, Simon was likely associated with the Zealots, a movement passionate about 
political and national freedom. Jesus redirected that zeal toward the Kingdom of God. 
Luke 6:15 …and Simon who was called the Zealot…

Acts 1:13 Simon the Zealot is listed with the other apostles in the upper room…


JUDAS ISCARIOT - A WARNING ABOUT CHARACTER 
Judas served among the Twelve and was trusted enough to manage the group's finances, yet his heart 
gradually drifted away from Christ. His life reminds us that giftedness, position, and outward activity 
cannot replace genuine devotion to God. 
John 12:4–6 Judas complains that the ointment wasn’t sold for money…

Matthew 26:14–16 Judas agrees to deliver Jesus for 30 pieces of silver…

Matthew 27:3–5 Judas despairs and tries to give the money back…


Reflection Questions 
1. Do you have a favorite apostle?  Who is it, and why?

2. Which apostle's personality sounds most like you?

3. What strengths do you naturally bring to a team?

4. Do any of the apostles share an area of struggle with you?

5. Which apostle's growth journey gives you hope?

6. How might God use your unique personality for His kingdom?
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